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Knauf AMF Ceilings have been specified for a new toy warehouse in Exeter 

to provide a fire-rated ceiling solution for the two-tier mezzanine storage 

facility. Over 4000m2 of Knauf AMF’s Thermatex Mercure ceiling tiles have 

been installed using AMF Ventatec Grid throughout, along with 1000 

600x600mm AMF light boxes. 

 

As a structural feature, mezzanine floors require fire protection, which can 

be provided by a suspended ceiling system. Knauf AMF’s Thermatex 

Mercure ceiling tiles provide in excess of 60 minutes fire protection to 

mezzanine floors, timber joists and steel beams in accordance with BS476: 

Parts 20 to 23.  

 

Warrington Fire Research Centre carried out specific tests on AMF 

Thermatex ceiling tiles installed in a fire-rated exposed grid system under 

a mezzanine floor and found that they gave 90 minutes of load-bearing 

capacity, 89 minutes of integrity and 89 minutes of insulation. 

 

Creating openings for lighting within a ceiling can impact on fire protection, 

but Knauf AMF light boxes have been specifically designed to overcome this 

issue. The fire-resistant light boxes offer up to 60 minutes fire resistance 

as per BS476: Parts 23 and 21, and they also ensure no loss of acoustic 

performance, providing excellent room-to-room sound attenuation. 

 

The new warehouse has been constructed for Kandy Toys who needed 

additional storage space to meet increasing demand for their range of toys, 

beach goods and gifts. The facility was designed by Kirkham Board 

Architects of Exeter, and constructed by Midas Construction. Peter Evans 

Storage Systems of Bridgwater designed and built the bespoke mezzanine 

facility, while Pegasus Interiors of Bristol carried out the ceiling 

installations. Richard Shore, Director at Pegasus explains: “We’ve used 

AMF ceilings on a number of similar projects in the past including several 

mezzanine applications. Their tiles are very easy to work with, and the new 

click system on the Ventatec grid makes installation much quicker.” 



 
 
 

 

Thermatex Mercure is an attractive option for mezzanines, offering time 

and cost savings in installation since the tiles do not have to be clipped 

down and the main runners are fixed on 1200mm centres. Their fine non-

directional fissured design gives a subtle, elegant appearance with the 

added benefits of high light reflectance and good acoustic performance. 

Mercure is one of ten face patterns and designs within the Thermatex 

range and is ideal for all mezzanine applications including offices, retail 

outlets and storage facilities. 
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For further information contact: Marketing Department, Knauf AMF 

Ceilings Limited, Thames House, 6 Church Street, Twickenham, TW1 3NJ. 

Technical Hotline:  020 8892 3216.  E-mail: sales@amfceilings.co.uk. 
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